172                  LETTERS FROM SAMOA
Samoa when I tell you that we have a strike going on just now. It began by the government and the merchants determining to banish Chile money from the Islands, and refusing to give a fair equivalent for the dollars that the natives had saved up by hard work. The result was that the work-people all struck to enforce their demand that American dollars shall be paid henceforth instead of Chilian ones; and that such money as they still have shall be exchanged at the same rate. I don't know how it will end. Louis was quite willing to pay our men extra, but they went off while he was at Malid, and left us thanking our stars that the cacao-planting is nearly over, so that we can get on without them. There are now 7766 cacao plants out, which is pretty well for a single season's work. By the way, the dear home flowers will not all do with us here. Mignonette is quite a failure, I am sorry to say; sunflowers do well, and perhaps balsams and zinnias best of all that you sent. Just now the Frangipani is delightfully sweet, and covered with bloom; and the Cape gooseberries are bearing well. They really make a very good substitute for the home fruit in tarts.
May 24.
I WE NT to church on Sunday evening (the loss of my poor horse makes this a much rarer pleasure than it used to be), and next day went for a delightful   ride with  Mrs,  C------